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The Historical Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina: Preservation of a Modernist Gem in Sarajevo
Student: Bc. Verda Mesihovic¢

Vedouci préace: doc. Ing. arch. Tomas Efler, Ph.D.

Téma:

Tématem prace je ndvrh revitalizace budovy Historického muzea v Sarajevu, kulturni pamatky reprezentujici
architekturu povale¢ného modernismu v Bosné a Hercegoviné (postaveno 1963, chranéno od 2012). Budova ma
v soucasnosti nedostatecnou kapacitu, nékteré ¢asti jsou navic zchatralé. Navrzeny stavebni program pocita se
zfizenim konferenéniho a kulturniho centra s auditoriem, s rozsifenim prostor pro depozitdfe a provozniho
zdzemi.

Popis prace:

Diplomantka rozdélila svou praci na nékolik ¢asti. Delsi, textovd, zahrnuje nasledujici: Uvod a kontext, zasazujici
predmétnou budovu do souvislosti déjin architektury statu; analyzu, identifikujici silné a slabé stranky budovy;
reprodukce origindlnich pldnd; analyzu soucasného stavu, jei fotograficky zachycuje problematické partie
budovy a reference ke dvéma srovnatelnym stavbam. Zhruba tfetinu rozsahu zabird hlavni ¢ast Museum
historicum Bosniae et Herzegovina s diplomantéinymi navrhy (pladorysy, fezy atd.). Seznam bibliografickych
referenci zahrnuje 23 poloZek, a to vyluéné online dostupnych zdroja.

Hodnoceni:

Autorka pocitd se zahrani¢nim ¢tenarem a jeji uvedeni do déjin architektury Bosny a Hercegoviny lze jen pfivitat.
Text je prehledny, pékné se ¢te, velmi instruktivni je téZ mapovy a ilustraéni doprovod. Ocenit je tfeba téz popis
budovy muzea a pfipojenou SWOT analyzu, stejné jako reprodukce historickych pland. Tuto historiografickou
Cast pokladam paradoxné za zdafrilejsi nez ¢ast, kde se autorka projevuje jako architektka. Jeji fotodokumentace
zanedbanych ¢asti budovy neni logicky provazana s ¢asti, kde navrhuje viastni Upravy: ¢tenar postrada vizualizace
zamyslené podoby mist, jejichZ soucasny stav poklada autorka za nevyhovujici. Uvolnéni historickych interiér
pro vystavni prostory a navstévnické zazemi je jisté zdsluzné, ale neni ani naznaceno, jak budou tyto ¢asti vypadat
po revitalizacnim zdsahu. V nadpisu prdce se objevuje termin ,preservation”, ale Zzadné specificky pamatkarské
metody a postupy v autorciné ndvrhu nejsou detailnéji zminény. Rovnéz tak chybi popis technického feseni
propojeni plvodni budovy s nové navrienou pristavbou, jakoZ i zdGvodnéni zvoleného stylového (vytvarného)
reSeni novych prvkl. Nedostateénd je téZz funkéni analyza anexu: autorka navrhuje do pfistavby suterénu
28 (!) malych depozitdrnich mistnosti — pro jaké artefakty jsou uréeny, na zdkladé jakych podklad(i autorka
definovala jejich pddorys a kapacitu? Co nova knihovna? Budou vsechny tituly dostupné prezenc¢né, nebo bude
sklad knih oddélen od ¢itarny? Kde bude slibované konferencni centrum? Ve vysledku tak Ize hodnotit hlavné to,
nakolik jsou autorciny obrazky ,, pékné”, coz je nepochybné skoda.

Zavér:

Praci doporucuji k obhajobé a navrhuji hodnoceni C.
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Opponent's assessment of the diploma thesis
The Historical Museum Bosnia and Herzegovina: Preservation of a Modernist Gem in Sarajevo
Student: Bc. Verda Mesihovic¢

Supervisor: Assoc. Prof. Ing. arch. Tomas Efler, Ph.D.

Subject:

The topic of the thesis is a proposal for the revitalization of the building of the Historical Museum in Sarajevo, a
cultural monument representing the architecture of post-war modernism in Bosnia and Herzegovina (built in
1963, protected since 2012). The building currently has insufficient capacity and some parts are dilapidated. The
proposed building programme envisages the establishment of a conference and cultural centre with an
auditorium, an extension of the depository and operational facilities.

Description of work:

The graduate divided her work into several parts. The longer, textual part includes the following: Introduction
and context, placing the building in the context of the country's architectural history; analysis, identifying the
building's strengths and weaknesses; reproductions of the original drawings; an analysis of the current state,
which photographically depicts problematic areas of the building; and references to two comparable buildings.
About a third of the volume is taken up by the main section Museum historicum Bosniae et Herzegovina with the
graduate's design proposals (floor plans, sections, etc.). The list of bibliographical references includes 23 items,
solely from sources available online.

Evaluation:

The author counts on a foreign readership and her introduction to the history of architecture in Bosnia and
Herzegovina can only be welcomed. The text is clear and easy to read, and the accompanying maps and
illustrations are very instructive. The description of the museum building and the SWOT analysis, as well as the
reproduction of historical plans, are also to be appreciated. Paradoxically, | consider this historiographical part
to be more successful than the part where the author reveals herself as an architect. Her photographic
documentation of the neglected parts of the building is not logically linked to the part where she proposes her
own modifications: the reader misses the visualisations of the intended appearance of the places whose current
state the author considers unsatisfactory. The freeing up of historic interiors for exhibition spaces and visitor
facilities is certainly meritorious, but there is no indication of how these parts will look after the revitalising
intervention. The term "preservation" appears in the title of the thesis, but no specific conservation methods
and practices are mentioned in detail in the author's essay. The technical solution for connecting the original
building with the newly designed extension is also lacking explanation, as well as the justification for the chosen
stylistic (artistic) solution for the new elements. The functional analysis of annexes is insufficient as well: the
author proposes 28 (!) small depository rooms in the extension of the basement — what artefacts are they
intended for, on the basis of what data did the author define their floor plan and capacity? What about the new
library? Will all the titles be available for consultation, or will the book storage be separate from the reading
room? Where will the promised conference center be located? As a result, the main thing to assess is how
"pretty" the author's drawings are, which is undoubtedly a shame.

Conclusion:

| recommend the thesis for defense and suggest a grade of C.
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